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Orgenization of the Patriarchate of Antioch 


ie Tha Greck Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the Eest ineluder 
six dioceses in Lebancn, six in Syria, three in Surkey (presontly 3 
vacant), one in the United Stetes, and two in Latin America (presently 
vacant}. The Patriarchate of Antioch is one of seven Patri archates, 
tho others being these of istenbul, Alexendria, Jerusalem, and the 
three newly created Patriarchates cf Moscow, Yugoslavia and Rumania. 


a. Vader the Patriarch is the Holy Synod, composed of cleven Metropolitans 
(the full complement is twelve, bus the diocese of Tripoli, Lebanon, is 
vecet), and ome Archbishop. 


2. The Church hierarchy consists of seven Syrien, seven Lebanese, and two 
Anerican preintes. The following is = list of these prelates, in order 
ef their ranles 


he 


De lgrs Raphael Ninr, Metropolitan of 4lepoo and Alexandretta. 
4 Lebanese, whose priority in the Holy synod is contested, 
because of his mental condition. He is a man of no education 


end speaks only Arabic. 


ve Mer. Theodose Abu-Rujayli, Metropolitan of Tyre, Sidon and 


dapendencics, is a Lebanese of Greek oducation and le considered 
pro-AuploeAnari cane 


as Mere Niphon ee Metropolitan of Zaehle, Batlbelk and dependencies, 
is a tyrian, and Arab-educated; promAnglo«Ancrican. t 25X1A6a 
25X1A6Q MMM in February 1947 Saba was described as the Tender oF 


‘Ghe pro-Comamist movement among Greek Orthodox clerry. ) 


Lin ac 
October 1978 from the 


toltigence to the 
miatcs- 
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Mgr. Ignatios Hurayki, Metropolitan of Ilama and dependenciss, 


Tee eens age ee wt nen Bo 
2 a 


¥9'h Lebanese of Gréck oducation and ia considered pro-Arab. 


Mere Epiphanios hayids Metropolitan of Akkar and dopendencies, 


is a Syrian, who had studied for two years in Czarist Russias 
Ne claims to be politically neutral. 


Hgre Liyas s Salibi, Metropolitan of Beirut, is a Lebanese wita 
ac sducation who speaks only Arabic. He hopes to attein the 
xotriarohate after the death of Alexandros Yahan, who is sighty= 
three years old. Ngr. Salibi is pro-Soviet, and expects to 
roeeive Soviet assistance in attaining the Patriarchate. 

‘ =e Salibi has beon reported several times - 
as having been in contact with members of the Soviet Legation, 
ur whom he seems to report on church and local affairse } 


ere Triphon Ghurayyib, Metropolitan af Lattakla, is a Groak« 


im agora 


‘gduented Syrian who is politically pro~inglo-Americane. 


Here Athanasios Quiaylah, Metropolitan of Hawran, Jebal Drauss 


snd dependencies, is @ Syrian who completed his higher education 
an Gearist Russian. Hoe also elaima to bo politically noutral. 


Mgr. Alexandros Jahha, Metropolitan ef Homs and dopendencies, 25X1A6a 


‘fs a Lebanese who, Like Quiaylah, completed his higher education 
care st Rugsia and claims to bo politically neutral. = 
aac’ An amount of evidence accumulated since 1945 shows that 
Yahha is actively pro-Sevriet, a propagandist and, from reporte 
goreived in 1948, involved in Soviet Intelligence activities. In 
April 1948 he was reported to be a member of a group formed by 
Zeyn~nleDin Hasanov, delegate of the Soviet Legation in Beirut 
to the Cownmist Parties of Syria and Lebenon, with the purpose 
of sarrying out the orders of the CominYorn. ees 25X1X6 


Mer. I1Li Karam, Metropolitan of Mt. Lebenon (JubayleBatrun), 
Yaa Lebanese of no educetion. Ue is at present in Russia for 
the third time in recent years ostensibly on a church missions 

: To attend the 500th Amiversary of tha 
Gussien Orthodox Church.) Karam was accoupanied on this visit 
to Russia by Bishop Jahha and Archimendrite Semahah. On nis 
rvoturn from his trip to the Soviet Union in January 1948, Karan 
495 gaid to have brought "instruetions from the Cominform” with 
him from Russia for delivery to the Demiscus Commmist Party 
leaders who were cut off from their normal channels of comarai-~ 
cation by the strict control measures adopted by the Syrian 
Government. In eddition to the expected increase of prestigs 
and influence which Karem hopes te gain fron his Soviet coubachs » 
he is seid to receive present material benefits from the Soviets. 
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ees) Karam is not popular with tha Greek 

Gethedor who resent Urthodox Arabs, es they regard him as 8 

clever and dangerous prepagandist for the Soviets. ML In 25X1X6 
Nay 1948 Karam was reported to be an assistant of Archimandrits 


Senahah, Communist paymaster in the Levant states for distri-~ 
twxtion of funds to Orthodox priests in Lebaron « 25X1X6 


to Higre Anthony Bashir, Metropolitan of New York City end Norta 
“Smeriea, as Anglo~American educeted and strongly Anglo=Americe 
politically. 


Sei BOLI 


fin Bigte Meletios Kattini., exsiietropolitan of Diyar Belcir, whe has 
Fesignede 

‘yo Mer. Sammel David, Archbishop of foledo, is the omy Archbishep 
"(2 ENS Patriarchate. He is also'a monber of the Holy Synode 
Win G@iocese is subordinate to the Metropolitan of New Yorke 
Mere David is presumably prowinglo—/Ameri cane 


Oe Uprte Fotios SBhury> Honorary Bishop of Palmyra, i6 & Greekeoducated 
CAGESso who is prowinglo-Americen. We is not a moxber of the 
dely Synode 


pe Ngre Sergios Semnah, Honorary Bishop. of Seleucia, ie # Syrien 


and provArab. tigre Semneh is not a membor of the Holy Synod. 


in addition to the above Metropolitans, mention should be made of the 
Awchinendrite Basilios Samahsh, a man of no education, described by scurce 
as a “first-class Commmist.” Although a young man of perhaps net more 
then twoaty-seven years of ages ho has boen rising rapidly in the shurch, 
and the Soviets are understood to be pressing tho Patriarch to promote 


-Senehah to the renk of bishop. Semhah was reported 


an, November 1947 to be the Liaison between the Ortiodox Patriarchate, the 
Soviet Legation and the Soviet=-setellite legations. pore eae 25X1X6 
Samaheh as an important propaganda and intelligence agente In 95x1x6 
February 1948 Samahah was reported to be activating, with the aid of 
Archimandrite Simeon Wikitin, the representative of the Patriarchate of 
Yorcow to the Patriarchate of Antioch, a group of intelligence agents to 

sone Por the Soviets. A special fund was alloted for this purpose by the 
Soviet Legation. ME In March 1946 Samahah was reported to have bees 
syoointed as the ropresentativs of the Patriarchate of Antioch to the 
Patriarchate of Moscow. [J in Mey 1948 Semahah was reported to be one 

of the Communist paymasters in the Levant who was responsible for paying 
Gethedex priests in Lebanone 


the pro-Soviet activities of Karan, Salibi and Samabeah are well knew, 

and they have many assistents in their work for the Soviets, mostly drew 

fria the ley community. However, RE 2 ee jority of 25X1X' 
jth clerzy are not influenced by the Seviote. The three priests nenticoned 
above maintain indirect comtact with the Soviets through TASS er the Soviet 
Gomercial Attache in Heirut, Alexender Berezine, as well as direct combact 
through visits to the Soviet Leggtion, gonerally et night. 
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